
El-Sourian Monastery
Wadi al-Natrun, Egypt  2008



Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements:
The St. Mark Foundation
Mrs. Youssria Sawris
Dr. Fawzy Estafanous
Fr. Bigoul El Suriany
Rafik Gabriel
Cherif Arif

Consultant:
Gawdat Gabra

Photography:
Laura Watson
Joseph F. Foss





Explanation of Figures And Photo 
Orientation.
This book has been structured to provide the reader with the opportunity to experience the 
monastery as if one were walking through it.  Consequently, the maps on pages 3, 4 and 25 
should be used to provide an understanding of where the photos were taken in relation to 
the monastery as a whole.

Page three provides an aerial view of the overall monastery complex, with an inset showing 
the details of the area within its walls as well as the area immediately surrounding the walls. 
This inset corresponds with page 4, which is a map of the grounds within the monastery 
walls with its major buildings and features labelled.  

The majority of the photos in this book are provided with a key in the form of a letter, for 
example (A), to show the reader where the image is in relationship to the monastery as a 
whole.  These letters correspond to the key on the Map of the Grounds on page 4.  

Page 25 is a floor plan of the main church, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary, with major 
features of the church labelled. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary floor plan uses a 
combination of the letter B (to correspond with its location on the Map of the Grounds on 
page 4) and a numbering system, to show where the photos are within the church, for 
example (B1).
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Aerial map of the grounds of El-Sourian Monastery with inset depicting the portions of the monastery within its walls and their immediate 
surroundings. See page 4 for a key to the locations designated by the letters above.
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Map of the grounds, corresponding with the map inset on page 3.  The key on 
the left corresponds with the photos on the following pages.
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Gate on monastery grounds between El-Sourian Monastery and St. Bishoy Monastery, which is on adjacent land. 
See Aerial Map on page 3 for location. 
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Previous Page: El-Sourian Monastery.  North wall at sunrise (Area E). 
This Page, Left: south wall. Upper Right: east wall entrance (Area F).  Lower Right: west wall with guesthouse.
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Above: outlying areas of Monastery. Lower left: view from keep. Lower right: Crypts (see aerial map on page 3).8



Left and Upper Right: north door in north wall from the monastery interior. Lower Right: exterior of north door in north wall.  (Area E). 9



Information building with upper and lower drawbridges to keep (Area G).10



View of the keep (fortress) from rooftops (Area A). 11



Above Left: upper drawbridge to keep. Upper and Lower Right: winch for drawbridge on 3rd floor of keep. (Area A).12



Detail above door to keep, upper drawbridge (Area A). 13



Left: interior view of keep from upper drawbridge.     Right: exterior view from lower drawbridge of the keep. (Area A).14



Chapel on second floor of keep with altar screen and altar (Area A).

15



Left: chapel on 3rd floor of keep. Right: south altar on third floor of keep. (Area A).
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Looking northward from south altar on third floor of the keep (Area A). 17



Upper Left and Right: north altar of chapel on 3rd floor of keep. 
Lower: north wall of 4th floor chapel of keep. (Area A).
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Left: north altar screen in chapel on 4th floor of keep
 Right: north altar and altar screen in chapel on 4th floor of keep. (Area A).

19



North altar in chapel on 4th floor of keep (Area A).20



Left: altar screen for south altar in chapel on 4th floor of keep. 
Right: looking northward from south altar in chapel on 4th floor of keep. (Area A).
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Monk's cell on 4th floor of keep (Area A).22



Information building and library door (on left) of El-Sourian Monastery (Area G). 23



Library of El-Sourian Monastery (Area G).24



Floor plan of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area  B, page 4). Please use 
this for the identification of photos on the following pages.
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Main entrance to the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B1) with door detail.26



The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary, rear of church (Area B2). 27



The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary, rear of church (Area B2).28



Fresco of the Annunciation Amidst Four Prophets. 
From left to right: Moses, Isaiah, the Virgin Mary, Archangel Gabriel, Ezekiel, and Daniel, in the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B13).
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Fresco of the Annunciation Amidst Four Prophets, detail of the Holy Virgin Mary 
and Archangel Gabriel, in the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B13).
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View of center altar from rear of church, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary 
(Area B5).
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob enthroned in paradise with the souls of the blessed  on 
their laps, eleventh century, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B12).
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Mid-church area, facing north, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B3). 33



Left: detail of north wall. Right: reliquary. Image on the left is of the Holy Virgin Mary, on the right is of St. BIshoy. 
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary. (Area B3).
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Left: icon. Right: carving, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary. (Area B3). 35



Fore altar, south wall. Reliquary with frescoes above.  
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10).
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Fore altar, south wall, reliquary with frescoes above, detail. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10). 37



Fore altar, south wall, St. Mercurius killing Julian the Apostate. 
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10).
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Fore altar, south wall, Holy Doctor St. Kolta. 
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10).
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Fore altar, south wall, Saints Cosman and Damian.
 The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10).
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Left Side of Fresco: the Annunciation. Right Side of Fresco: Nativity of Christ. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area  B10). 41



Above: detail of fresco, the Nativity of Christ.
Facing Page: frescos on east wall of fore altar.  The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area  B10).
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Left: fresco of Two Saints on Horseback. 
Right: fresco on pillar, the Virgin Breastfeeding Christ. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10). 
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St. Bacchus, soldier, guardian of the Sanctuary, fresco on left side of pillar. 
 The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B9).
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Altar Screen with detail, known as the Door of Symbols. 
Each of the six leaves of the door has seven panels of ebony inlaid with ivory. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B9).
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Left: St. Sergius, soldier, fresco on pillar, guardian of the Sanctuary (Area B9). 
Right: fresco of St. James Minor and another saint adoring the Cross, above doorway (Area B11). The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary.
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North wall of fore altar, the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).48



Fresco detail, northern wall of fore altar. From lower left, St. Pisentios and St. Apakir; Patriarch Demianous; St. Luke and St. Barnabas.
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).
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Fresco of Patriarch Demianous, northern wall of fore altar.
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).
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Fresco of St. Luke and St. Barnabas, northern wall of fore altar.
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).
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Fresco detail, northern wall of fore altar, on semi-dome. 
 The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).
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Abba Apollo, fresco on pillar, western wall of fore altar.
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B4).
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Detail, western wall of fore altar.  Left and lower right: the marble memorial stone of St. Johan Kame.
The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary. (Area B4).

54



South wall of dome on southern wall of fore altar. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10). 55



South wall of dome on southern wall of fore altar, detail. Upper left of fresco, St. Philip and the Chamberlain of the Candace. 
Lower left of fresco, St. Andrew and the Dog-Headed Cannibals. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B10).
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Left: north wall of dome on northern wall of fore altar. Frescos represent the Dormition of the Virgin. 
Right: west wall of dome on northern wall of fore altar. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B11).

57





Previous Page and This Page: center altar. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B5).
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South wall of center altar with detail. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B5).60



Left: south altar of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary. Right: north altar of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary.
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View to the rear of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary from fore altar
 (Area B2).
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View to the rear of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B2). 63



Left: foot basin. Right: view to the rear of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B2).
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Left: entrance to St. Bishoy's Hermitage. Right: St. Bishoy's Cave. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary. (Area B6). 65



Left: Refectory (Area B7). Right: door to the Church of the 40 Martyrs  (Area B8). The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary.
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Altar screen and altar of the Church of the 40 Martyrs. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B8).
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Reliquary of Bishop Christodoulos of Ethiopia, monk of El-Sourian Monastery. 
The Church of the 40 Martyrs. The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B8).
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Bell tower and exterior domes of the 
Church of the Holy Virgin Mary.
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Courtyard and monastery buildings, view from keep.70



South wall of El-Sourian Monastery, detail. 71



Upper Left: mosaic. Upper Right: St. Ephraim's Tree (Area  H).
Lower: the Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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 Entrance to the Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D). 73



 Mid-church area looking south. The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).74



Looking toward center altar from rear of church.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Looking toward center altar from mid-church.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Fore altar, looking north.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Above: reliquary, north wall of fore altar. Following Page: fore altar,
 looking south. The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Stone medallion, detail, fore altar.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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North altar screen and altar.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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North altar.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Center altar screen and screen with detail.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Center altar and screen.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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South altar screen and screen with detail.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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South altar screen and altar.  
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Left: view to rear of church from center altar.
Right: view across mid-church looking northward. The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Left: view across mid-church looking northward. 
Right: reliquary, north wall. The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).

88



Rear church, looking south. The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D). 89



Left: view from rear of church to north altar. Right: view from rear of church to south altar. 
The Church of St. Mary (the Cave) (Area D).
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Monastery courtyard from top of keep, looking east. 91



This Page: domes of the Church of the Holy Virgin Mary (Area B).
Following Page: rooftop of library (Area G).
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This Page and Following Page: Cathedral at sunrise (see map page 3). 94





Above Left and Right: Cathedral. Below Left: center aisle of Cathedral from rear of church. 
Below Right: north altar screen of Cathedral. (See map page 3).  
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Center altar screen of Cathedral from mid-church (see map page 3). 97



Center altar of Cathedral (see map page 3). 98



Above Left: south altar screen of Cathedral. Above RIght: view toward north from south 
altar of Cathedral. Below: Cathedral exterior (see map page 3). 
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